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Meditate with me upon the price of our re-
demption. 
His great redeeming task cost humiliation. He 
who was honored in glory and preeminent in 
position laid aside His glory and abandoned His 
position and was made in the likeness of men. He 
was made subject to ridicule and scorn, spit upon 
and worshipped in mockery. He paid the price of 
sacrifice. From His lofty position with wealth and 
possessions, He descended to a life of poverty and 
privation. He paid the price of suffering. Not only 
was He hungry, thirsty, footsore and weary; but 
smitten with the fist, thorn crowned, scourged, and 
crucified. He paid the price of banishment from the 
presence of God. He who had always dwelt in the 
bosom of the Father and eternally shared the 
sunlight of divine love was smitten of God, hated of 
God, forsaken of God. What a price our redeemer 
paid! 
Reflect upon that wonderful scene on Calvary. 
There the great redemptive scheme was consum-
mated. It was heart-rending, but glorious for out 
of it emerges: triumphant victory over sin and 
Satan, fallen man's restoration to the image of 
God, sin cursed earth restored to her pristine 
beauty and glory, heaven blood-sprinkled and 
prepared for the saints, and Satan bruised, bound, 
and eternally banished. 
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Since this issue may not arrive until af ter many readers 
have left home on their way to General Conference, it 
doesn' t seem wise to say much this time. 
I do wish to express, in behalf of the Board of Directors 
and myself, our sincere appreciation for the fine coopera-
tion Editor Zercher has given in providing Evangelical 
Visitor space for General Conference announcements and 
promotion. 
And I also want to thank all the people who have taken 
t ime to carefully fill in the pre-registration forms for the 
Conference. These have all been filed and should be helpful 
in the smooth operation of Conference registration. 
One more thing: While things are fresh on your mind, 
take a bit of t ime to comment on ways to improve the 
registration forms. And then, following Conference, share 
with me your thoughts on how the entertainment of 
General Conference could be improved. 
God ' s best to all of you! 
Paul Hostetler 
Pageant Information 
Ticket reservations for Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the 
Brethren in Christ have been coming in rapidly, and Ticket 
Sales Coordina tor Esther Ebersole reports that the 
Tuesday evening performance (July 4) appears to be a sell-
out. 
At this writing, it appears fairly certain that there will 
not be any tickets available at the door for the Tuesday 
evening performance. 
The Thursday and Friday performances still have 
available seats, although the Thursday performance is also 
filling up fast. If seats are still available, tickets will be sold 
at the door for both of these performances. 
Per formance times are: Tuesday, July 4 at 7 p.m.; 
Thursday, July 6, at 8 p.m. and Friday, July 7, at 8 p.m. 
All performances will be given in Brubaker Auditorium, 
Eisenhower Campus Center , Messiah College, Gran tham, 
Pennsylvania. 
From the Editor 
This issue reflects the multi-facets of our Brethren in 
Christ life and faith. 
The lead article is written by a Wesleyan scholar; the 
feature inside the back-cover reflects Anabaptis t ties. 
We are commit ted to missions as noted on pages eight 
and nine but we add a dimension to the call to discipleship 
as we recall Chris t ' s blessing upon the peacemakers and 
remember the Hebrew writer 's admonition to "strive for 
peace with all men ." This concern finds expression on 
pages six and eleven. 
Our historic concern for the home and family is reflected 
in "Founda t ion for Mar r iage" and " I t Was Very Good . " 
Somehow this all seems especially appropriate as we in 
this issue introduce the new book, written by Dr. Carlton 
Wittlinger: Quest For Piety and Obedience: The Story of 
the Brethren in Christ." 
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The Authority Triangle 
Although the details, including the dates, of the found-
ing of the Brethren in Christ seem to be lost in our 
history, it is evident that sometime during the late decades 
of the eighteenth century a group of new or renewed 
Christians, residing in western Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania, formed a fellowship which came to be known as 
the Brethren in Christ . 
Even the reason for the founding of this fellowship 
comes to us f rom other than primary sources. But with 
good reasons we can assume that the founding group could 
not find themselves at home in any existing group of which 
they were knowledgeable. A proper question would be to 
ask what it was about their understanding of the Christian 
faith which caused them to take this course. An equally 
important and even prior question would be the authority 
for this understanding and for this decision to form their 
own fellowship. 
The earliest document available to us, which would give 
us indication of the early fathers ' basis for authority, is the 
Eighteenth-Century Confession of Faith. This document 
was drawn up and signed by influential members of the 
founding group (See June 10 issue,Evangelical Visitor). 
A reading of this Confession indicates that our founding 
fathers had a three-fold authori ty for their understanding 
of the Christ ian faith and life. None of these three is stated 
explicitly in the Confession but, I believe, are implicit in it. 
I would also propose that these three have continued to be 
the basis, with varying degrees of balance, during the 
intervening years. 
These three are: Scripture, experience, and the counsel 
of the church. 
Scripture: The language used and the references given 
indicate that the f ramers and signers of the Confession 
were steeped in Scripture. This regard for Scripture was 
not unique to the Brethren in Christ , this regard for 
Scripture they shared with the Reformers , but they had 
their own characterist ic understanding of it. 
The New Tes tament provided the overwhelming support 
for their scriptural base. They were not ignorant of nor did 
they ignore the Old Testament but they understood that 
they were under the new covenant rather than the old. 
The teaching and examples of Jesus were for them of 
supreme value and of unique authority. They were clear 
that ordinances received their authori ty f rom Jesus Christ 
and their obligation to observe them (baptism, feet 
washing, and the communion meal) was based on Christ 's 
example. Church order was supported f rom Matthew 18. 
Jesus' teaching, as reflected in the Sermon on the Mount , 
became binding for personal conduct. To the classical 
reformers ' stress on the work of Christ our church fathers 
added the teaching and example of Christ . The work of 
Christ was effective. The teachings of Christ were binding. 
The Bible was not only the source for truth it was the 
guide to Christian living. The doctrinal section of our 
Manual of Doctrine and Government reflects this same 
understanding with eleven of the twenty-one articles 
devoted to the "living ou t " of the faith. 
The Church: Closely related to authority is interpreta-
tion. What the Bible says may be clear. What it means 
may not be so easily agreed upon. The Brethren in Christ 
have placed interpretative authori ty in the church—not 
with the scholars or the hierarchy but with the brethren. 
This is expressed in the groups gathered for Bible study, in 
the preaching of the Word at the worship service, and in 
the General Conference. This principle of interpretation 
becomes meaningful when it is seen in contrast to the 
individual as the final authority in interpretation. The 
counsel and the councils of the church were not to be 
ignored. 
This did not rule out the possibility that truth could find 
a channel through an individual or a group. It did mean 
that this new insight would be tested in the councils of the 
church. Individualism did not rate as high on the value 
scale for the early Brethren in Christ as it does in our 
society or in much of modern Christianity. 
Experience: Experience has played an important part in 
the life of the Brethren in Christ f rom the beginning. It was 
the catalyst that brought the group together. It has been a 
major factor in keeping the group together. 
To read the initial sentences of the Eighteenth-Century 
Confession is to be impressed with the importance of the 
conversion experience. The Brethren had found a new level 
of Christian living above creedal orthodoxy or traditional 
legalism. This experience verified and was verified by the 
Bible. It put meaning to doctrine and provided power for 
obedience. 
Our fathers were not trained scholars nor sophisticated 
theologians. We do not give them the aura of infallibility. 
But they had an "authori ty tr iangle" which had built-in 
strengths and safeguards. This is evidence that God still 
uses the things that are weak to confound the mighty, and 
the simple to confound the wise. 
Reflection will make us aware of the dead orthodoxy 
and the harsh legalism which comes if the letter of the law 
without the spirit is our sole authority. Nor is it difficult to 
see what individualism and individual interpretation will 
do to the unity of the body. We hardly need to be reminded 
that when experience is the ult imate authority that there is 
no limit to its expression nor any certainty that it is 
Christian. 
Rich and valuable among our heritage as a denomina-
tion is this "authori ty t r iangle"—Scripture, experience, 
and the church. If I were to draw the triangle I would 
make the base, Scripture; and the two sides, experience 
and the church. I would place at the center of the triangle 
Jesus Chris t—Lord of Scripture, Source of our experience, 
and the Head of the church. I believe that our fathers 
would have felt comfortable with this symbol of authority. 
Z 
History Published 
(see back page) 
The publication date of Quest for Piety and Obedience 
is being coordinated with the 200th Anniversary celebra-
tion at General Conference. The official observance will 
take place on Sunday af ternoon, July 2. The book will be 
released at that time. 
Quest for Piety and Obedience will be available during 
General Conference at a special introductory price. 
Those who will not be present at the General Conference 
or who prefer to receive the book by mail may use the 
order card inserted in this issue of the V I S I T O R or the 
order card available from the pastors. Orders post-
marked on or prior to July 15 will be honored at the 
special price plus a charge for postage. 
Following General Conference Quest for Piety and 
Obedience will be available through the Christian Light 
Bookstores. 
Erwin W. Thomas 
Publisher 
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The Local Church in Missions 
Beyond the Narthex Door 
In India a Hindu seeker after truth 
started reading the New Testament. 
As he read the gospels he was 
fascinated by the teachings and 
miracles, the life and death and 
resurrection of our Lord. He said to 
himself, "This man is the savior of the 
world. I must follow him." Then as he 
read the Book of Acts, he was greatly 
impressed with the life and ministry of 
the early Christians. Again he said to 
himself, "I must also become a 
member of His church, for it seems to 
be carrying on the work that Jesus 
came to do." He was right! The 
mission of the church is to carry on 
Chris t ' s ministry of service and 
redemption in the world. 
Jesus made it clear to His disciples 
that this ministry is directed to the 
whole world. He commanded them to 
"go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations . . . . to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to the whole 
creation" (Mt. 28:19 and Mk. 16:15). 
He reminded them that "repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be 
preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem," and that 
they should be His witnesses "in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Lk. 24:47 and Acts 1:8). 
Several years ago in one of our 
mission boarding schools in India, the 
students were putting on a program of 
entertainment with music, recitation 
and drama. At the beginning of the 
program, a young lad twelve years old 
was asked to give the opening prayer. 
He prayed simply in keeping with his 
age, but then suddenly in the middle of 
his prayer, he remembered that next 
week was exam week. So he prayed, 
"Lord, help me to pass the examina-
tion next week." But then he realized 
that he had prayed only for himself, so 
he quickly added , " L o r d , help 
everyone in my class to pass the 
exam." After a slight pause he went 
on, "Lord, help everyone in the whole 
school to pass ." Another pause. 
Dr. Seamands is John Wesley Beeson Professor 
of Christian Missions, Asbury Theological 
S e m i n a r y . R e p r i n t e d f r o m The Asbury 
Theological Seminary Herald. Copyright 1978 
by Asbury Theological Seminary. Used by 
permission. 
John T. Seamands 
"Lord, help everyone in all the schools 
to pass the exam." Finally he burst 
out, "Lord, let the whole world pass!" 
That should be the attitude of every 
Christian. His concern does not stop 
with himself, or with his own family, 
or with his congregation or denomina-
tion, or even with his own country; but 
from the depths of his heart he cries 
out, "Lord, let the whole world hear of 
Christ and come to know Him!" 
In the same way, each local con-
gregation should have a world vision 
and a world concern, and should for-
mulate a program that ministers in 
some real fashion to the needs of the 
whole world. Of course, it is impossi-
ble for any one church, with its limited 
resources, to meet the total physical 
and spiritual needs of all people 
everywhere. But it can, in some small 
measure, minister to some of the 
people in various parts of the world. 
Then if each congregation would do its 
pa r t , the whole world could be 
ministered to. 
Each local church has a respon-
sibili ty, first of all, to its own 
membership. Its own spiritual life 
must be renewed constantly. Jesus said 
to Peter, "Feed my sheep." The 
members of the congregation must be 
spir i tual ly renewed, encouraged , 
guided, and trained until they all 
reach spiritual maturity. This is 
accomplished through the regular 
ministry of the church, with the pastor 
acting as the shepherd. The Sunday 
school, worship services, mid-week 
prayer service, and sharing groups— 
all should be geared to the central 
purpose of spiritual nurture and in-
struction. When the local church is 
strong at the center, then it will be able 
to reach out to others in a ministry of 
service and redemption. 
This inner renewal is not to be an 
end in itself. The primary purpose is to 
enable the congregation to minister 
redemptively outside of its own 
membership. And so, while the con-
gregation is building up its own 
spiritual life, it must look beyond itself 
to the needs of the community. This 
can be accomplished by a well-planned 
program of evangelism and social 
action. 
Jesus not only told Peter that he was 
to be a shepherd of the sheep, but also 
that he was to be a fisher of men. The 
local church therefore must serve "by 
hook and by crook"—the fisherman's 
hook and the shepherd's crook. This 
work of evangelism can be carried on 
by the personal witness of the 
members in their var ious voca-
t i o n s — in t h e o f f i ce , f a c t o r y , 
classroom, playground, or store. It 
can be implemented by house-to-house 
visitation, as members call upon their 
neighbors and in an informal setting 
share their faith in Jesus Christ with 
those who never darken the door of the 
church. The more the members share 
their faith with others, the stronger 
and more meaningful their faith will 
become. 
Evangelism must be coupled with 
social action. The two cannot be 
separated, like the two wings of a bird 
or the two rails of the railway track. 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones used to say that 
"evangelism without social action is 
like a soul without a body; social 
action without evangelism is like a 
body without a soul. One is a ghost 
and the other a corpse. We don't want 
either. We must keep evangelism and 
social action together if we want to 
have a living organism." 
Jesus made it clear that He is deeply 
concerned about the poor and the sick 
and the captive. He said that when we 
minister to such people we minister to 
Him, and when we fail to minister 
such people we fail to serve Him. He 
warned that one of the bases of our 
judgment will be our attitude and 
action (or lack of action) to those who 
are in need (Mt. 25:31-46). 
The poor, the sick, and the despised 
are to be found in every community. 
The local congregation should keep its 
eyes open to the manifold needs all 
about and should share its resources in 
personnel and funds to help meet those 
needs. Professional men can make a 
contribution by donating some of their 
time in using their skills for the 
welfare of those who would normally 
not be able to afford such services. If 
there are social service centers already 
in operation in town, the congregation 
to page seven 
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Foundation for Marriage 
William Rosenberry 
"Husbands love your wives, even as Christ loved the 
church." 
—Paul, the Apostle 
Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock: 
And the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock. 
And every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand: 
And the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it. (Matthew 
7:24-27). 
One may consider this Scripture 
lesson a bit unusual for a wedding 
se rmon . With a l i t t le thought , 
however, one will recognize that it is 
remarkably appropriate to the subject 
of marriage—for marriage is a time of 
bui lding. Such bui lding can be 
beautiful or deplorable, depending 
upon the foundation. 
Jesus in this parable emphasizes the 
thought of foundation. The part of the 
building that is seen by the passerby 
does not reflect the durability of the 
building during the storm. According 
to this parable the foundation is the 
determining factor as to whether a 
building shall weather out the storm. 
The union between the bride and the 
groom is more than a marriage 
ceremony. These two are establishing 
an institution, an entity, a building, 
whose influence and roots will (if Jesus 
tarries and all things being equal) 
diffuse through generations to come. 
The Lord willing, the happy, blissful 
couple will be parents, grandparents, 
great-grandparents, and perhaps some 
family historian, tracing its roots to 
generations past, will discover that 
here at this marriage ceremony is 
where it all began. 
Upon this basis, to enter into a holy 
covenant of marriage should cause the 
contracting parties to establish the 
The writer is the pastor of the Calvary 
Holiness Church, Philadelphia. This meditation 
was given at the wedding of his niece, Kathleen 
Rosenberry (see V I S I T O R , October 10, 1977). 
reason for this holy union and build 
upon the most durable foundation. 
There are many reasons why people 
enter into marriage. Each reason 
represents either a good or an un-
desirable foundation and eventually 
shows its worthiness or unworthiness 
when the storm is raging. 
I do not wish to be crude at this 
point, but since life is what it is, and all 
too much emphasis is on the point, I 
would point out that many marry for 
the sake of having a sex partner. This 
type of marriage union may survive 
for a number of years. However, after 
the flame of passion burns low such 
couples have nothing durable to stand 
upon when the storm and stress of life 
beat upon their marriage house. There 
is no longer that youthful drive to 
resort to, to clear the atmosphere of 
harsh words and cutting remarks. The 
storm of antagonism then rages the 
harder until the foundation finally 
crumbles. Their house of marriage 
tumbles and happiness in each other's 
presence eludes them, until life 
becomes a hell on earth. 
Another undesirable foundation to 
upon which to build a marriage is a 
pretty or handsome face with a 
desirable biological contour or a 
masculinity approaching near perfec-
tion. All too well, we recognize such 
beauty is short lived, leaving a person, 
as the years accumulate, a far cry of 
the original. Does marriage then go 
by the way of the tumble weed? It 
may not, but in later years, after the 
bloom of youth has disappeared and 
the body has lost its beauty, the reason 
for such marriage will not produce the 
happiness and contentment that had 
been anticipated. 
We could speak about affluence, 
intellectual nobility as reasons for 
marriage. All too frequently, some 
youth, so very anxious to marry, are 
ready to accept most any offer just to 
be sure they are not left on the "shelf." 
Invariably the life and experiences 
that follow such marriages all too well 
testify to the fact that these have 
missed it as far as real love is con-
cerned. 
The one and only reason for 
marriage is because of holy love and 
God's will. You may choose to select 
either of these as taking precedent 
over the other, holy love and God's 
will, but they are equally important. 
You can't marry according to God's 
will unless it is associated with holy 
love. These two ingredients, all things 
being equal, will produce perfect har-
mony in marriage. 
The Apos t le Paul br ings into 
beautiful perspective the perfect foun-
dation for marriage, the respon-
sibilities for it, the conduct each are to 
express, as well as duties enjoined. 
These expressions are found in 
Ephesians, chapter five—"husbands 
love your wives, even as Christ loved 
the church." The officiating minister 
turns to the groom and says, "You are 
about to become a husband. To be 
placed in such an exalted position, 
your love for your wife to be, must 
be comparable to 'even as Christ' 
love His bride the church." The rea-
son for marriage would establish mar-
riage on a foundation that would be 
unshakeable; one which the enemies 
of Christian marriage could not 
shatter. 
If you would read Ephesians 5:22-
33, you would find the love expressed 
is always the husband's toward his 
wife. In fact, this was from the very 
beginning. When Adam saw the com-
panion that God had created for him, 
he looked at her and said, "This (or 
she) is now bone of my bone and flesh 
of my flesh. . ." Little does the 
prospective husband know that out 
t he re amid a vast n u m b e r of 
possibilities a companion would be 
drawn to his side and would share with 
him in holy matrimony. God now 
enjoins the prospective husband to 
cleave to his wife—stick with her, be 
fused and welded together so much so 
that nothing shall fracture nor part 
that holy bond. And as the years go 
by, such love will deepen and ripen to 
bring forth the best in both husband 
and wife. 
to page six 
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How does the holy bride (the 
c h u r c h ) r e s p o n d to her H o l y 
lover—Jesus? This is beautiful! The 
lover must have a subject to love. The 
Holy Lover has such a subject—the 
church and His love for her brings out 
the best in her, until she is over-
whelmed with His love. Just so the 
young married bride being over-
Foundation for Marriage 
from page five 
whelmed with the love of her 
husband will develop a character of 
beauty that will be of greater riches 
than anything this world knows. 
Is this not true with the relationship 
between Christ and the church. Does 
not the bride (the church) express 
herself with beautiful phrases, "I love 
Thee Jesus, Thou art mine. I belong to 
Thee. Thou art all I need." And Jesus, 
the Holy Lover reaches out and draws 
His bride to Himself and pours more 
love into her. 
Would this not make a good foun-
dation for every marriageable couple 
to build upon? Would not this house 
stand firm through all the storms of 





Peacemakers met together near Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania, on April 8 and 9 to lift up hunger, militarism, and 
self as three issues in need of peacemaking attention by the 
historic peace churches—Friends, Mennonites, Church of 
the Brethren, and Brethren in Christ. 
More than 75 Pennsylvania delegates appointed by the 
four churches of the New Call to Peacemaking effort 
participated in workshops, heard formal presentations, 
held discussions, shared fellowship, and worshipped 
together during the two-day conference. 
The Apostle James' admonition that "faith without 
works is dead" seemed to be the common theme of the 
conference. The agenda called for an active building of 
institutions of peace, recognizing the need to move beyond 
abstract theological discussion. 
The linkage between hunger and peace was forcibly 
established by Walton Hackman, former Executive 
Secretary of the Mennonite Central Committee's Peace 
Section, who cited the fact that since WWII more people 
have died from hunger in India than have died from all 
wars in the world. 
The second major issue dealt with the direct relationship 
between war and weaponry. Lyle Tatum, who works on 
disarmament issues with the Friends' United Nations 
Office in New York City, showed that personal/national 
security is not guaranteed by arms, in fact, the world's 
weaponry is a real threat to everybody, especially in a 
nuclear age. According to Tatum, disarmament would 
save the world's peoples one billion dollars per day, besides 
making us more safe. He also pointed out that the U.S., 
while perhaps the world's food savior, is the world's 
supreme arms pusher and junkie. 
The entire conference attempted to put practical handles 
for action onto the long-standing peace beliefs of the four 
churches. Whether it is a new call, an old call, or a recall to 
be makers of peace, the need for strong active 
peacemaking in today's volatile world was made quite 
clear. 
Brethren in Christ delegates to Lancaster meeting on N e w Call 
to Peacemaking. Left to right; front: Don Wingert , Harriet 
Bicksler, Marian Musser. Back: Steve Cinder, Dave Kipe, Curt 
Byers, and Warren Whitesel . 
Because of this, specific real-to-life things to do were 
discussed. First and foremost was education on the many 
and often complex issues needing peace, and keeping 
abreast of the ongoing events and decisions affecting one's 
community, nation, and world. For example, letters and 
calls to the President, Members of Congress, and nation 
members of the United Nations are needed to support 
meaningful disarmament efforts at the May 23 to June 28 
United Nations Special Session on World Disarmament in 
New York City. Letters and calls to the same individuals 
are needed to support wider distribution of food and more 
just international food and trade markets. 
A major part of the time at this conference was spent on 
a working document entitled "Building the Institutions of 
Peace." This paper is the third in a series of three written 
by task forces representative of the historic peace 
churches. The first two papers laid the foundation for the 
third by exploring the two important topics; "Christian 
Peacemaking as Lifestyle" and "Biblical and Theological 
Basis for Peacemaking." 
The culmination of this phase of the New Call to 
Peacemaking effort will be a conference held in Green 
Lake, Wisconsin, October 5-9, 1978. As a follow-up to the 
regional fall and spring conferences, this national con-
ference will bring together more than 225 historic peace 
church delegates in order to refine the New Call to 
Peacemaking goals. 
This is a condensation by Harriet Bicksler of a report written originally 




Food Bank Reaches Year's Goal 
T h e F o o d B a n k of M e n n o n i t e C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e ( C a n a d a ) had to receive $198,-
500 in c o n t r i b u t i o n s by M a r c h 31 in o r d e r 
t o q u a l i f y fo r the full $500 ,000 g r a n t f r o m 
the C a n a d i a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l D e v e l o p m e n t 
A g e n c y . T h e F o o d B a n k r eached t ha t goa l 
j u s t p r i o r to t he dead l ine . 
In the next fiscal y e a r the F o o d Bank 
h o p e s t o d o u b l e the c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
O f 204 ,000 bushe l s of w h e a t p u r c h a s e d 
by t he end of M a r c h , 22 ,000 have been 
sh ipped to I n d i a . T h e f i rs t s h i p m e n t left 
V a n c o u v e r J a n u a r y 28, and the second on 
M a r c h 7. T h e w h e a t is to be used in food-
fo r -work p ro j ec t s s p o n s o r e d j o in t l y by 
L u t h e r a n W o r l d Se rv i ce a n d M e n n o n i t e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e . 
M c C a l l ' s M a g a z i n e Survey of Women: 
90% Believe in God, 67% Pray Daily 
A survey by McCalls' m a g a z i n e , based 
on a r ecord 60 ,000 r e sponses f r o m w o m e n 
reade r s , r e p o r t s t ha t 90 per cen t of t he 
w o m e n p a r t i c i p a t i n g bel ieve in G o d , 80 per 
cent bel ieve in a soul t h a t survives d e a t h 
a n d 67 per cent p r ay da i ly . 
H o w e v e r , only 17 per cent ident i f ied 
o r g a n i z e d re l ig ion as " t h e pr inc ipa l in-
f luence of the i r m o r a l i t y " and only 6 pe r 
cen t bel ieve in a soul t ha t survives d e a t h 
hav ing " m a j o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " in s h a p i n g 
thei r m o r a l o u t l o o k . 
C o v e r e d in the q u e s t i o n n a i r e were i t e m s 
on pe r sona l f a i th , c h u r c h and s y n a g o g u e 
a t t e n d a n c e , and a t t i t u d e s on such key 
m o r a l i s s u e s a s p r e m a r i t a l a n d e x -
t r a m a r i t a l sex , a b o r t i o n , s u i c i d e a n d 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y . 
A wide r a n g e of d i f f e r ences were f o u n d 
o n m o r a l v a l u e s a m o n g w o m e n 
r e sponden t s , but they were "v i r tua l ly uni-
ted in the i r convic t ion t ha t the family is 
t he mos t i m p o r t a n t ins t i tu t ion in shap ing 
people ' s m o r a l o u t l o o k , " the repor t said. 
S o m e 99 per cent of the w o m e n said 
pa ren t s bear the m a j o r responsibi l i ty for 
the m o r a l s of ch i ldren . 
Russian Mennonite Elders 
T o Attend M W C Tenth Assembly 
A de lega t ion of six pe r sons f r o m Russ ia 
is p lann ing t o a t t end t he T e n t h A s s e m b l y 
of the M W C in W i c h i t a , Kansas , Ju ly 25-
30, 1978. Th i s news c a m e in a recent 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n addres sed to the M e n -
noni te W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e office. 
Inc luded in the de lega t ion will be two 
M e n n o n i t e s , H e n r y P. G o e r t z e n f r o m the 
K a r a g a n d a M e n n o n i t e Bre thren C h u r c h 
and B e r n a r d S a w a t s k y , a Kirchl iche M e n -
non i te f r o m Novos ib i r sk . 
Th is will be the first t i m e tha t a de lega-
t ion f r o m the Sovie t U n i o n has been able 
t o a t t e n d t h e M e n n o n i t e W o r l d 
C o n f e r e n c e , even though an invi ta t ion has 
been ex tended repea ted ly since the first 
M e n n o n i t e W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e was held in 
1925. F u r t h e r m o r e , it will be the first t ime 
t ha t M e n n o n i t e leaders , not m e m b e r s of 
the Bapt i s t U n i o n , have been included in 
any official de lega t ion in r esponse to an 
invi ta t ion f r o m M e n n o n i t e s . 
T h e de lega t ion a lso includes four Bap-
tist leaders . T w o of t h e m a r e wel l -known 
M e n n o n i t e Bre th ren l eaders now m e m b e r s 
of the Bapt i s t U n i o n . 
United Presbyterian General Assembly 
Votes to Oppose Homosexual Ordination 
By a subs t an t i a l m a j o r i t y vote, c o m -
miss ioners (de lega tes ) to the 190th G e n e r a l 
A s s e m b l y of the U n i t e d P re sby te r i an 
C h u r c h went on record as oppos ing the 
o r d i n a t i o n of avowed , p rac t ic ing h o m o s e x -
uals. 
They a d o p t e d the m a j o r i t y repor t of an 
A s s e m b l y c o m m i t t e e which set fo r th cer-
ta in pr incip les for " t h e def ini t ive g u i d a n c e 
of the p resby te r ies ( reg iona l gove rn ing 
bod ie s ) . " 
T h e reso lu t ion s t ressed tha t " t h e N e w 
T e s t a m e n t dec la res t ha t all h o m o s e x u a l 
p rac t ice is c o n t r a d i c t o r y to Chr i s t i an fa i th 
and l i fe ," and tha t " o u r present under -
s t and ing of G o d ' s will p rec ludes the or-
d ina t ion of persons who d o not repent of 
h o m o s e x u a l p r a c t i c e . " 
It s t ressed tha t min i s t e r s a r e not f ree to 
adop t a " l i f e s ty le of consc ious , con t i nu ing 
and unres is ted s in , " but also a f f i rmed t ha t 
avowed h o m o s e x u a l s who a r e ce l iba te 
" m u s t be we lcomed and be f ree to s h a r e 
their full i den t i t y " in the min i s t ry . 
T h e reso lu t ion e m p h a s i z e d tha t no sanc-
t ions should be imposed on o rda ined per-
sons w h o subsequen t ly a c k n o w l e d g e t ha t 
they a r e h o m o s e x u a l s , nor should can-
d ida tes for o r d i n a t i o n be i n t e r roga t ed 
abou t the i r sexual o r i en t a t i on . 
It called on the C h u r c h to c o m b a t 
" h o m o p h o b i a , " the fear and h a t r e d of 
h o m o s e x u a l s , a n d urged c o n g r e g a t i o n s to 
accept as m e m b e r s h o m o s e x u a l s w h o a r e 
c o m m i t t e d to C h r i s t and a r e will ing to 
e x a m i n e thei r condi t ion in the light of 
Chr i s t i an t each ing . 
Brethren in Christ 
Historical Society 
T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h e 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society 
will be held in Room 201 Kline Hall 
on Monday evening, July 3, at 9:00 
P.M. or immediately upon the ad-
journment of the evening session. 
All persons interested are invited 
to attend. 
T h o s e w h o wish to b e c o m e 
members of the Society may do so 
upon payment of a membership of 
$5. This membership payment may 
be sent to: 
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, 
Secretary 
Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society 
1093 Twp. Rd. 1704, Route 4 
Ashland, Ohio 44805 
can cooperate to help strengthen and 
enlarge their ministry. Such projects 
usually require adequate facilities with 
a large budget. It is far better for 
several churches to cooperate in these 
ventures rather than each individual 
congrega t ion a t t e m p t i n g to do it 
alone. 
Besides involvement in communi ty 
affairs, each local congregation should 
have a share in " h o m e missions" in 
some part of the nation. Gif ts of 
money can be made; gifts of service 
can be offered by members during 
vacation time. Mission projects in the 
inner-city, the ghetto, Appalachia , and 
the Indian reservations are examples 
of possibilities in the area of home 
missions. 
Finally, the local congregation must 
lift up its eyes and look out upon the 
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fields across the seas. Christianity is a 
begin-at-home religion, but not a stay-
at-home religion. Jesus said we are to 
begin at Jerusalem (hometown), then 
proceed to Judea and Samar ia (the 
adjoining areas), and never stop until 
we have reached the ends of the earth. 
The principle is that each congrega-
tion must have the world in its vision 
and upon its heart . Christ is interested 
in the world; so His followers must be, 
too. 
In this ever-widening circle of in-
volvement—beginning with inner-
renewal and proceeding on to com-
munity service, home missions and 
foreign miss ions—each local con-
gregation can consider itself a center 
of Christian ministry from which 
blessing and healing emanate to the 
entire world. This is the idea toward 
which all congregations should strive. 
J. Allan Ranck, in his book Education 
for Mission, puts it this way: 
T h e miss ion of the church is like a 
pool of wa te r in to which t h o u s a n d s of 
pebbles a r e d r o p p e d . C o n c e n t r i c c i rc les 
m o v e out f r o m the p lace where each 
pebble b r e a k s the su r face , a n d t he 
circles ming le with one a n o t h e r until the 
whole pool is ag i t a t ed . T h e r e is not j u s t 
one cen te r f r o m which the circles ex-
pand ; the re a re cen te r s eve rywhere . . . 
W h e r e v e r there is a chu rch , or for t ha t 
m a t t e r , an individual C h r i s t i a n , the mis-
sion begins. F r o m the cen te r it m o v e s 
out unti l it involves t he c h u r c h and t h e 
C h r i s t i a n in the evange l iza t ion of t he 
whole wor ld . 
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A Conference Preview 
Two Key Recommendations to 
The question is sometimes asked, 
" W h y do people go to Conference?" 
Answers vary, depending on people's 
circumstances. 
Over the years many things have 
happened at General Conference. A 
few of the most significant issues 
worked through for the church were 
mat ters relating to its 
D O C T R I N E S — on sanctification 
(1886-1913) 
P R A C T I C E S — photography 
(1888), expressions of simplicity/ 
separation (1945-46), life insurance 
(1877-1952), etc. 
M I S S I O N — obedience to the 
Grea t Commission (1886), faith-
fulness in discipleship (1972-74) 
Issues which have been clarified for 
individuals at General Conference 
over the years have included "sur-
render to G o d , " sharpening of 
vision and concern, a sense of call, and 
a d v e n t u r e s in f r i e n d s h i p a n d 
fellowship. Not uncommon is the 
friendship that buds at Conference and 
flowers into a permanent marriage 
relationship. 
Many Groups of people have found 
General Conference a t ime of special 
stimulus and blessing: missionaries, 
school alumni, prayer warriors, youth, 
teachers' men's fellowships, nurses, 
and many family clan groupings. 
For the Board for Missions, every 
General Conference is important . At 
Conference, boards have active con-
versation with the church. No better 
fo rum has been devised (by the 
Brethren in Christ) for responsible 
servants of the brotherhood to tell and 
be told, than through the Conference 
process. Contrary to the opinion of 
s o m e , c o m m i t t e e a n d b o a r d 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s are not rubber -
stamped by a pliant delegate body. On 
the contrary, board and committee 
persons labor and pray in their 
preparation of reports and proposals. 
They bring what they believe to be in 
the best interests of the church in its 
continuing efforts to be obedient to the 
leadership of the Spirit and faithful in 
application of the truth as presently 
understood. But boards and com-
mittees are limited in their perspec-
tive. The living, working church ul-
timately does the deciding on issues. 
We see no morator ium on the man-
date of the Great Commission. Some 
of the most crucial concerns to be 
shared with this Conference are em-
bodied in Items 4 and 5 of the Board 
for M i s s i o n s R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 
These are shared with the readers of 
the V I S I T O R at this time to assist the 
church and its delegates to enter into 
intercessory prayer, to discern the 
Item 4: New Fields 
There is restless uneasiness across the brotherhood 
when we consider the import of Christ 's commands 
to us. His disciples. This disquiet was reflected at the 
General Conferences in the 1870s and 1880s and it 
is surfacing with new vigor in the 1970s. It was the will 
to respond in earlier days that led the Brethren in 
Christ into American cities—Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Harr isburg, Buffalo, Dayton, San Francisco, Welland, 
Detroit, and others. It was this stirring that led mis-
sionary parties to Africa and India at the turn of the 
century. It took us to Virginia, Kentucky, Northwestern 
Canada and the mountains of Pennsylvania. After 
World War 11 this same spirit led us to Japan and to 
Cuba . Subsequent events led us to launch a new 
ministry in Nicaragua. 
Each of these missions programs drew on the sus-
tained interest, support and prayers of the brotherhood. 
Each yielded a harvest—persons won to Christ and 
to service in His kingdom. The emergence of fellow-
ships of believers committed to worship of 
Almighty God and dissemination of His Gospel is 
testimony to the Holy Spiri t 's faithfulness among us. 
In coming to the 1978 General Conference, the 
Board for Missions notes the following: 
1. Tha t the Divine Mandate stands before us 
and we, the Brethren in Christ , want to be 
obedient to it for tasks already begun and 
new assignments into which the Holy Spirit will 
lead us. 
2. The purpose of our missions endeavor has 
been and will be to establish self-propagating 
fellowships. As these new fellowships 
develop, we will share our resources creatively 
with them and will explore the possibility of 
participating with them in establishing new 
missions outreach. 
3. We acknowledge the availability of 
talented persons willing to go on new 
assignments at a time when the brotherhood 
is materially prosperous, with large and grow-
ing financial resources. 
The process of working with the concerns and 
commitments of our people is being carried 
forward by a special Task Force of the Board which 
plans to bring a progress report with recommendation to 
this General Conference. The Board for 
Missions, therefore, 
R E C O M M E N D S 
That General Conference grant it the privilege 
of bringing to the Monday evening Business Ses-
sion of Conference its proposals regarding Brethren 




Lord 's will for the brotherhood. 
At the 1978 Conference the Board 
for M i s s i o n s is ca l l i ng G e n e r a l 
Conference to look to the future. We 
have experienced so much of God ' s 
goodness for so long that it seems 
crucial that we ask ourselves in a new 
way, " W h a t does the Lord require of 
us now?" We are reminded of the 
sober ing words of Jesus , " F r o m 
everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked." 
(Luke 12:48 NIV) 
Individuals are even now seeking 
the Lord 's will regarding their own 
availability for special service if led by 
the Holy Spirit as the church unites in 
prayer. The Board has been reminding 
the brotherhood for a number of years 
that we believe that no resource in the 
North American church is immune to 
the Spiri t 's call for use on the mission 
outposts to which God will lead us. 
E v e r y t h i n g a n d e v e r y b o d y is 
vulnerable to the Holy Spirit . 
Because of the tremendous im-
plications, we do not believe the Spirit 
will give isolated signals to one or two 
individuals. Rather , as we all unite 
together He will help us as a body in 
General Conference to know what to 
do with Item 4 and Item 5. Read 
them, talk about them, and pray. 
Called Home 
David Nagashima (whose picture 
and testimony appeared in the May 
10 issue of the VISITOR) , was a 
shining example of dedicated lay 
leadership in Tokyo. He went to be 
with his Lord on Monday, May 22, 
after suffering for an extended period 
of time with cancer. 
We were amazed to see his con-
tinuing efforts of having his Japanese 
neighbors come into his house for 
Sunday School and evangelism, even 
when his body was weakened by the 
disease which took his life. 
His family mourns his loss, but 
with the joy of knowing that he has 
gone to be with the Lord he loved so 
much. They purpose, too, to con-
tinue the house meetings which were 
so much a part of his joy and calling. 
— Earl Musser, Director of Missions 
Item 5: A Mission Vision 
The manda te for Missions comes from the Lord of 
the church. Our perceptions as a brotherhood regarding 
that mandate are refined at General Conference. 
The programs we support reflect our vision. When 
our vision is enlarged we stretch to catch up to it. Over 
the years numerous important turning points occurred 
in the life of the church when it was confronted with 
new awareness of the needs of the world. We mention 
a few: 
. . . the occasion when Rhoda Lee read a paper, 
making an impassioned appeal, calling 
the brotherhood to awake to the needs of the lost 
in the world; 
. . . the t ime when Brother J . E. Stauffer placed the 
first $5 for foreign missions on the table at 
General Conference; 
. . . the numerous occasions at General Conference 
when persons experienced a call to home or 
foreign missions service through the great Saturday 
night and Sunday af ternoon missionary rallies; 
. . . the speech f rom the floor of the 1976 General 
Conference asking, " W h a t do we say to a lost 
world?" 
The Board for Missions and its predecessors 
were formed to provide a vehicle for the church to 
address its concerns for missions. Growing out of the 
examples cited above, it is evident that funding for 
Missions is not the primary issue when our priorities 
are right and in tune with Spirit-directed vision. 
We thank the Lord for the voices of awakened 
disciples among us now. But as we begin addressing 
the sobering challenges brought to this General 
Conference, we, in our congregations and in our homes, 
must internalize the resolutions we adopt. The decisions 
of this historic conference call for renewed commit-
ment to missions as one of two arms of outreach in 
the church, the other being nurture and growth of the 
local congregation. 
Therefore, to make concrete the implications of 
our General Conference resolution, the Board 
R E C O M M E N D S 
1. That, in obedience to the mandate of the 
Great Commission, each congregation's commitment 
to missions be reflected in an actual dollar 
increase in missions giving in 1978. 
2. That each congregation be challenged to budget 
a percentage increase in its giving to missions so 
that by 1982 the missions share of every dollar 
contributed across the brotherhood will rise to 
13% of the total. 
3. That our people in their prayer gatherings 
and family worship dedicate their lives and their 
means to Great Commission service withholding 
no person or funds that the Spirit will call. 
4. That congregations examine their resources in 
persons to discover whether this is a time to 
create a MISSIONS COMMITTEE to help in 
realizing its missions potential in its own com-
munity while fostering support for the global missions 
ministry of the brotherhood. 
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The Tie That Binds 
Leoda Buckwalter 
I bought a pair of shoes last evening 
which has both shoe strings and a 
buckle . . . interesting! The salesman 
told me it's the latest thing out and I 
thought, "Well, it should be safe!" 
That started my musings about ties 
that bind. 
Here in India, FAMILY is one very 
strong tie which binds. Indians are 
bound by family ties and community 
ties which dictate behaviour patterns. 
Family ties can be of many kinds 
and s t r e n g t h s . T h e y d e t e r m i n e 
marriage partners, the amount of 
dowry to be given, how many guests 
must be asked to the wedding recep-
tion, how much money each member 
of the family must contribute—all to 
uphold the family name. 
Family ties affect one's life—which 
job a son should take, where he should 
live, what his career should be. 
Family ties also determine religious 
choices. Are you born a Hindu? Then 
you are to remain a Hindu. Are your 
parents Christians? Then it is expected 
that you will remain a Christian. You 
don't cross the line. 
But I know of another tie which 
binds, a tie which crosses the boun-
daries of family, caste, creed and 
nation. It is the tie of C H R I S T I A N 
LOVE and it is evident right here in 
the Far East Broadcasting Associates 
staff. 
On o u r s taff we have 32 in 
Bangalore and 12 in Delhi. Were you 
to ask our mother-tongue, you would 
find Hindi, Urdu, Irish English, 
Tamil, Malayalam, Telegu, American 
English, not-so-American English 
. . . and some others. But the tie that 
binds our hearts in Christian love 
The writer with her husband, Allen, are 
working under assignment of the Board for 
Missions with the F a r East Broadcas t ing 
Associates. They are located in Bangalore. 
India. 
supersedes language. 
It a l s o s u p e r s e d e s c h u r c h 
affiliations. Look at our staff any 
morning in prayers and you will find 
us a unit, all one in Christ. Yet our 
church memberships range through 
the Protestant spectrum, including 
Mar Thoma. 
It is a strong tie, which includes 
many others in our fellowship of 
C h r i s t i a n l o v e . F E B C O M 
FELLOWSHIP, our prayer partner-
ship, has 4,300 members who have 
signed our application form and doc-
trinal statement. They are an integral 
part of our FEBA family. Let me tell 
you why I think so. 
Yesterday at 4:30, Peter brought a 
number of receipts from the Accounts 
desk to mine. I idly looked through 
them, then sat up with a start. They 
began to speak to me, and this is what 
they said . . . 
Margaret Caruna, donation of RS. 
25. 
M a r g a r e t Carunya? She ' s an 
orphan, reared in the Dohnavur 
Fellowship, founded by Amy Car-
michael. Margaret is now working in 
the Chr i s t i an Educat ion Supply 
Center of the Evangelical Fellowship 
of India in Jhansi. Margaret, an 
orphan, is sharing as a prayer partner 
in getting the radio messages out to a 
needy world. She's much more than a 
Tamilian . . . she's a Christian! 
A. D. Balraj . . . he's working in a 
bank in one of the hill stations in the 
Nilgiris. Yes, I remember that his 
family stays in Coimbatore for various 
reasons, and he travels back and forth 
over the weekends. But the FEBA 
programmes hold a lot of meaning to 
him in his loneliness and he wants to 
share that source of encouragement 
with others. 
P. V. Christudoss, Palayamkottai. 
Y e s , we v i s i t e d t h e c i t y of 
Palayamkottai in January when the 
Evangelical Fellowship of India met 
there. I don't remember meeting Mr. 
Christudoss, but perhaps he visted the 
Conference and came to the FEBA 
stall. What a lovely name he has! 
Servant of Christ! He's one of those 
210,000 Christians of the Church of 
South India, Tinnevelly Diocese, yet 
he's interested enough in the rest of 
India to send his contribution for the 
radio ministry. Surely his heart must 
be extended beyond natural ties to 
Christian love. 
D. S. Stanley of Andhra . . . Ah, 
yes, a little note on his money order 
stub is asking for special prayer as he 
drives passenger trains to and from 
Guntakal. Surely his heart knows the 
strength and courage brought by the 
prayers of others. He's a member of 
our FEBCOM family, and we'll surely 
pray for him. 
There are many more. My mind 
recalls Mrs. Chelvam who gave a 
magnificent gift of wedding silver for 
the radio ministry . . . that lovely 
Christian couple in Madhya Pradesh 
who lacked cash but sent a beautiful 
gold chain . . . the Colonel and his wife 
whose monthly donation helped to 
keep "Church of the Air" going for a 
number of years. And yet there are 
more, thank offerings sent in for 
blessings received, urgent prayer re-
quests, wedding invitations! All of 
these just let us know that they, and 
we, are part of the family. 
Blest be the tie that binds. 
The Lord Jesus Christ makes those 
ties sure and steadfast. Christian love 
is unique and precious. I 'm glad to be 
a part of it, right here in India, right 
here in FEBCOM, part of what God is 
doing through Far East Broadcasting 
Associates. 
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A Parable Church News 
C O N F E R E N C E S 
John K. Stoner 
"There are no reasons why there 
should not be nuclear war within the 
next ten years." 
These are the words of Frank Bar-
naby, director of the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Institute. Barnaby is in 
a position to know what he is talking 
a b o u t . A s s i s t e d by a t e a m of 
researchers, Barnaby has studied the 
weaponry of the nations of the world 
and probably knows as much about 
the arms race as any living person. 
I have been trying to get the church 
to say that the arms race and the U. S. 
Military budget are wrong (sin), but I 
am regularly told in ways both explicit 
and implicit that 1) This is not a sin 
like other sins, and 2) the world's 
arduous preparation for nuclear 
holocaust is just one problem among 
many that Christians should have 
some concern about and that it is very 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t we m a i n t a i n a 
balanced perspective. 
And now, the parable. 
A family which for 20 years had 
enjoyed a tranquil life in its suburban 
home had its peace interrupted one 
Tuesday evening by Mary, the twelve 
year old daughter, who rushed into the 
living room shouting, "Mom, Dad, I 
smell smoke!" Her parents responded, 
"Now Mary, don't get excited. We 
have a full evening scheduled and we 
can't afford to come unglued over your 
fantasies about smoke." 
Without indulging in explanations 
of the parable, let me pose a few 
questions: 
What right does Mary have to 
in ter rupt the Tuesday evening 
schedule and upset the hard-earned 
tranquility of her suburban home? 
What further disquieting effects will 
it have in the home if Mary is not 
given a disproportionate amount of 
attention at this point? 
Is the arms race a crisis situation for 
the human family? Who knows 
whether it is or not? 
Of the various things that might be 
said in response to these questions, the 
most important single observation is 
this: Mary came from another room 
into the living room. Consequently, it 
is just possible that she had accurately 
perceived something there which had 
not yet permeated the living room. 
And so the question which I put to 
the church is this: Are we really sure 
that an appeal for balance is all we 
want to do in response to this alarm 
which is sounded? Or are there 
perhaps some persons who would be 
ready to get up, go to the other room, 
and check it out? 
Allegheny 
T h e y o u t h of the Canoe Creek congrega-
tion held a " T h i s is Y o u r L i f e " p resen ta -
t i o n f o r t h e i r p a s t o r . R e v . M a r k 
Slagenweit , on W e d n e s d a y , M a r c h 29. A 
P 
C o n s e c r a t i o n Serv ice was held for the i r 
newly elected deacon , and wife, Dal las and 
Susan Robinson, on M a r c h I. 
T h e Cedar Grove congregation r epo r t s 
210 pe r sons a t t e n d e d a M o t h e r - D a u g h t e r 
B a n q u e t on M a y 13. G u e s t s p e a k e r w a s 
R a y Baker , local high school pr inc ipa l . 
T h e M e n ' s Fe l lowsh ip served the b a n q u e t 
which was held in the fe l lowship hall of t he 
church . T h e pa s to r is Rev. E u g e n e He id le r . 
T h e Dillsburg congregation p l ans an 
Ins ta l la t ion Serv ice for the i r new pas to r 
and wife, R o b e r t and E la ine R i t t e r on 
S u n d a y , J u n e 25. 
T h e Five Forks congregation r e p o r t s 
holding a M o t h e r - D a u g h t e r Banque t on 
S a t u r d a y evening. M a y 13, with the men of 
the church serving. Rev . F r a n k Kipe was 
the guest s p e a k e r . Rev . R u p e r t T u r m a n is 
the pas to r . 
S u n d a y , J u n e 25, is the d a t e det for t he 
Green Grove congregation to ded ica t e the i r 
new p a r s o n a g e . An O p e n H o u s e will be 
held by the pa s to r a l fami ly , the T h o m a s 
Bouches . 
T h e M t . Rock congregation r epo r t s a 
B a p t i s m a l Serv ice on S u n d a y , M a y 7, for 
seven y o u n g people . T w o pe r sons were a lso 
received in to church m e m b e r s h i p . Rev . 
Avery M u s s e r is the pas to r . 
Miss ions Day was observed on S u n d a y , 
Apr i l 16, by the Mowersvil le congregation, 
with Rev. and M r s . Ear l M u s s e r s ha r i ng in 
the services. C h r i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s D a y was 
observed the fo l lowing S u n d a y with t he 
" N e w Li fe for G i r l s " sha r i ng t e s t i m o n i e s 
and songs to the g r o u p . T h e pa s to r is Rev . 
Mervin Po t te iger . 
T h e S a x t o n c o n g r e g a t i o n h e l d a n 
Ins ta l la t ion Serv ice for their new p a s t o r , 
Rev. Wi l l i am Baubl i t z , on S u n d a y m o r n -
ing, Apr i l 9. B i shop H e n r y G i n d e r w a s 
c h a r g e of the service. 
to page fourteen 
A Call to Peacemaking 
War and violence are denials of 
Ihe life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 
The call to peace is central to the 
Christian gospel. We believe the time 
has come for all Christians and 
people of all faiths to renounce war 
on religious and moral grounds. 
The supposition that arms provide 
security is an illusion. We call for a 
world based on peaceful order rather 
than the "balance of terror" fueled 
by nuclear arsenals and spreading 
arms sales. We urge effective steps 
toward international disarmament 
and support for the United Nations. 
Mutual trust and cooperation are the 
only bases for long-term national 
and international security. 
A call for peacemaking must also 
be a call for promoting worldwide 
economic and social justice including 
respect for human rights. Violence, 
we know, can exist even in the 
absence of war. Poverty-ridden, op-
pressed peoples are victims of 
economic violence. Peace is hollow 
without more equal sharing of the 
world's wealth and power. 
To these ends, we rededicate 
ourselves with enthusiasm and joy to 
the Lord's call to be peacemakers. 
Let us work and witness to the power 
of reconciling love! 
This call, especially directed to the 
delegates who will be attending the 
"New Call to Peacemaking" 
Conference at Green Lake, Wiscon-
sin, October 5-9, 1978, has been 
issued by the "New Call to 
Peacemaking" Planning Committee. 
Brethren in Christ delegates will 
include Dorcas Climenhaga and 
John Arthur Byers who have been 
appointed to represent the Board of 
Administration at the Conference. 
June 25, 1978 11 
Biking with Out-Spokin 
vJwps^Jwr 
Some people call it church, and 
some call it an encounter with Christ; 
some call it creative evangelism, and 
some call it Christian fellowship. It 
involves many different things. It in-
volves getting to know the hard seat of 
a 10-speed bicycle all too well and 
riding that bicycle through a variety of 
climates and terrain, and sharing that 
ride with a variety of people of 
different backgrounds and ages. It also 
involves getting to know God, 
yourself, and the people around you in 
new and better ways. 
It is Out-Spokin', the bicycling 
ministry which is a part of the Relief 
and Service Division of the Mennonite 
Board of Missions. The Out-Spokin' 
program has grown since its beginning 
in 1967 to touch about 6,000 persons 
from a variety of denominations and 
cultures. This year Out-Spokin' will 
conduct about 50 trips ranging from 
two days to seven weeks in length. 
These trips will be with youth groups, 
high school and college groups, 
camps, singles groups, couples groups, 
and family groups. The age range has 
been from 9 to 65 years old. The 
program is supported not only by 
biker fees but also by contributions; it 
is operated by both salaried and volun-
tary personnel. 
What is the motivation behind the 
Mennonite Church's supporting a 
bicycling program? Out-Spokin's 
goals simply stated are: 1) that bikers 
have a Christian encounter 2) that 
their experience can be shared with 
people they meet along the way 
3) that the Out-Spokin' experience 
prepares the biker to better contribute 
to a home situation and 4) that biking 
can be a safe, fun, and healthy activity. 
Out-Spokin' is supported largely by 
the fees which the bikers themselves 
pay. About one-third of Out-Spokin' 
operational budget, however, comes 
from contributed funds. Much equip-
ment and many hours of labor are also 
contributed. Several staff members are 
salaried; most serve voluntarily. 
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From a personal viewpoint, 
organized biking has helped me in my 
growth as a person. It has meant the 
opportunity to see God's creation and 
experience His handiwork. It has 
helped me put aside the luxuries and 
props of our American lifestyle and 
focus for a time on my God, my 
friendships and myself. Too often we 
seek the din of a busy life so that we 
can't hear our Lord. Biking provides a 
setting where we are stripped of our 
masks and props and we have to face 
more of who we really are and who 
God really is. 
Out-Spokin' biking groups are 
broken down into small groups of 5 or 
6 people which make up a biking 
cluster. The cluster idea is intended 
mainly for traffic safety, but it also 
lends itself to the idea of small group 
interaction and support. By traveling 
and living in biking clusters, we learn 
to accept, listen to, support, and know 
each other through sunny as well as 
cloudy situations. So the sharing and 
caring in the cluster and in the total 
group becomes another meaningful 
ingredient. Much of our lifestyle today 
tends to allow us to be independent, 
isolated, and alienated from the people 
around us. We need each other; the 
support of a community-type group 
helps meet our individual needs. 
Just as a 15-minute quiet time is 
incorporated into a biking day, there is 
a need for all of us to break away from 
our routine and see life from a 
different perspective. In numerous 
Out-Spokin' occasions, bikers have 
commented about changes in priorities 
and direction. Sometimes an Out-
Spokin' experience can be looked 
upon as a retreat and resource situa-
tion, after which people can go back 
"home" better able to contribute to 
their situation there. 
Finally, there is the fun aspect of 
Out-Spokin' biking. Amidst all the 
Les Engle 
hard work and full schedules of each 
biking day, there is time to sing a 
funny song, enjoy a good laugh, and 
see the child that is in each of us. That 
process begins to break down our 
barriers and we begin to see each other 
in newer and closer ways. 
There is a uniqueness about being 
able to share an experience with a 
close group of people for a length of 
time. As we work, worship, eat, play 
and rest together we begin to become 
the more complete person that God 
desires us to be. Amidst the bikes, 
tents, peanut butter and postcards, 
there you will find Out-Spokin'. 
Les is Equipment Manager with Out-
Spokin'. He also leads a five-member staff 
in working with groups and leading bike 
hikes. He is a member of the Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ, near Mount Joy, Pa. 
Evangelical Visitor 
And God Saw 
That It Was 
Curtis O. Byer 
Very Good 
The job of creation finished, God 
must have stood back with a feeling of 
satisfaction. God had formed man in 
his own image, and that being was 
sexual. And it was very good. This gift 
of sexuality he had placed in man not 
only allowed each person to know 
himself and herself, but opened up 
between persons communication on 
the richest level. It was to be a con-
stant reminder of the way God hoped 
to communicate with each of us. That 
was it! A model! That gift would help 
us know ourselves, know each other, 
and know God. 
But as usual, God's gift has been 
badly twisted. Advertising uses it to 
sell products. Entertainment exploits 
it to sell fun. Persons use it to 
manipulate, coerce, and penalize each 
other. All of this twisting not only 
perverts a gift; worse yet, it may 
destroy the person. 
There are many young people who 
want to restore human sexuality to its 
place of honesty, openness, and 
caring. Perhaps we could look at some 
of the elements of this restoration. 
The words sex, sexuality, and love 
tend to become confused in our use of 
language. Sex is a rather narrow term 
which usually ends up meaning sexual 
intercourse. Mention sex and im-
mediately that's all some people think 
of. To describe our sexuality in such a 
restricted sense is to make it a matter 
of the body and not much else. 
By contrast, the term sexuality in-
volves the entire personality. It covers 
our biological parts and their func-
tions, why we behave the way we do, 
and how we use our sexuality in 
dealing with each other. In short, it's a 
way of being. We don't choose to act 
sexually. God made us sexual beings 
through and through. 
Love focuses on an active concern 
for the life and growth of the other 
person. I care about you—I respect 
you—I feel a responsibility for your 
welfare. That 's why mature love isn't 
self-centered. When two people share 
such a feeling they can drop the 
pretense and the make believe. They 
can start being themselves in their 
a c t i o n s , the i r d re s s , and the i r 
responses. 
How we use our sexuality becomes 
the big issue. According to the 
"Playboy" philosophy (and others 
similar to it) there need be little 
relationship between sex and love. As 
some of my students like to tell it, sex 
is just a simple, uncluttered physical 
performance, and not much else. No 
strings attached. Both partners treat 
each other like a super-market com-
modity—purchase it, use it for self 
satisfaction, then discard it. 
Persons interested in only physical 
intimacy may sooner or later become 
fearful that they may not be able to 
deliver what is being asked of them. If 
so, their sexual responsiveness may be 
affected. Masters and Johnson, the 
well-known therapist team, state that 
such performance-sex, "although very 
exciting at first, leads to an eventual 
decline of sexual interest and is subject 
to the law of diminishing returns in 
which a person feels less and less." 
Wanting to relate to someone else 
as a sexual being rather than as a 
sexual object liberates both persons 
involved. As I care for you and you for 
me we both grow. We all carry hopes, 
fears, hesitations, and joys, and we 
must respond both to our own and 
those of our partner. We should be 
able to communicate such feelings 
openly and without apology. 
Yet, some find it difficult to enter 
i n t o t h e k i n d of w a r m , open 
relationship. For fellows, being tender 
and sensitive may be considered 
"sissy." Girls may consider it less than 
"romantic" to control their emotions. 
Awareness of and sensitivity to the 
other person's feelings may seem inap-
propriate. 
Some couples approach dating as a 
kind of ritual. He sees how far he can 
go, an exercise she subtly encourages. 
If he fails to make passes, she may feel 
he doesn't have sufficient interest in 
her. If he does, she thinks he's too 
bold. Such acting shuts off effective 
communication. Yet, this is the only 
type of relationship some couples are 
acquainted with. When they have the 
opportunity to get in close, they may 
find it difficult to be open and unem-
barrassed about their true feelings. A 
sequence that should see closeness 
first, and then gradually increasing 
deg rees of i n t i m a c y , b e c o m e s 
reversed. 
Different degrees of physical in-
timacy are appropriate for different 
points in the relationship. A person 
may choose to stop with those degrees 
of intimacy which seem right, without 
feeling any sense of pressure or obliga-
tion to go further. Couples should be 
able to relax in the pleasure of growing 
personal and physical at traction 
without a sense of need to engage in 
full sexual intimacy. 
The ultimate stage of intimacy 
should be reserved for the full commit-
ment of marriage. In dating, the 
relationship may turn out to be casual, 
or it may end up being broken off. The 
couple should, in commitment to 
Christ, choose to reserve full in-
timacies for marriage. In breaking off 
a friendship which has developed to 
any degree, wounding or being 
wounded may occur. But the hurt of 
concluding an honest relationship will 
be much less than the pain of ending 
one in which there has been sexual 
misuse and deception. 
And so it is. We are wise to nurture 
carefully our sexuality. It provides us 
with a model of the way God hopes to 
communicate with us. And for good 
reason. St. Paul understood this when 
he reminded us (1 Cor. 6:19, 20) to use 
every part of our body to give glory 
back to God, because he owns it, and 
because in it, the Holy Spirit resides. 
The writer is a father of teens, an Instructor in 
Biology and Human Sexuality at Mt . San 
Anton io College, au thor , member of the 
denomination's Board of Christian Education, 
and an active member of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ (California) congregation. 
June 25, 1978 
11 
Church N e w s 
from page eleven 
Atlantic 
T h e Elizabethtown congregation r e p o r t s 
r e c e i v i n g t w e l v e p e r s o n s i n t o c h u r c h 
m e m b e r s h i p on S u n d a y , M a y 14. O n Apr i l 
30, two sets of f a t h e r s a n d sons , and two 
ladies , we re bap t i zed in an evening service. 
Rev . E l b e r t S m i t h is t he p a s t o r . 
T h e M a n o r congregation r e p o r t s in-
s ta l l ing two d e a c o n s , Roy H e s s and John 
Kibler, d u r i n g the m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service 
on S u n d a y m o r n i n g , Apr i l 30. T h e p a s t o r s 
a r e Rev . J o h n H a w b a k e r a n d Rev. D a l e 
Engle . 
Eleven bab ies f r o m the Pequea con-
gregation we re d e d i c a t e d on M o t h e r ' s 
D a y , M a y 14, du r ing t he m o r n i n g w o r s h i p 
service. A f t e r t he d e d i c a t i o n , D r . Luci l le 
W i n g e r t , wi fe of t he p a s t o r , Rev . G e r a l d 
W i n g e r t , b r o u g h t t he message , " F r o m a 
M o t h e r ' s H e a r t . " 
T h e Speedwell Heights congregation 
r e p o r t s C h r i s t i a n L i fe Serv ices were held 
Apr i l 5-9 , with Rev . L o m e Lich ty as the 
gues t s p e a k e r . T h e p a s t o r is Rev . G l e n n C . 
F r ey . 
Canadian 
O n S u n d a y , M a y 14, the Falls View 
congregation received 8 pe r sons in to the i r 
fe l lowship . T h e S ing ing G o e r t z f ami ly 
p r e s e n t e d a c o n c e r t on S u n d a y evening, 
M a y 28. Rev . R o b e r t C l i m e n h a g a is t he 
p a s t o r . 
Central 
T h e C h r i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s of the Bethel 
(Merril l ) congregation had t he S u n d a y 
evening p r o g r a m on M a y 14. T h e y held a 
pane l d i scuss ion on " P e n t e c o s t : T h e n a n d 
N o w . " Rev . Bedsau l A g e e is the i r p a s t o r . 
T h e Union Grove congregation held a 
ca r ry- in f e l lowsh ip m e a l on S u n d a y , M a y 
28, fo l lowing t he m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service. 
H a r r y M a r t e n s , recent ly r e t u r n e d f r o m 
T a i w a n w h e r e he has been he lp ing in t he 
bu i ld ing of a hosp i t a l , s h a r e d in t he ser-
vice. T h e p a s t o r is Rev . R o d Hi l l . 
Midwes t 
T h e Bethany congregation sent a w o r k 
crew to the N a v a j o Mis s ion to he lp with 
va r ious p r o j e c t s the week of Apr i l 17-21. 
Rev . C h a r l e s R icke l is t he p a s t o r at 
B e t h a n y ; R e v . W a r r e n H o l f m a n is p a s t o r 
a t N a v a j o Mis s ion ( P a c i f i c C o n f e r e n c e ) . 
O n S u n d a y , J u n e 25, the new Wichita 
congregation, and the i r pa s to r a l coup le , 
t he C h a r l e s N o r m a n s , s h a r e d a t t he Zion 
congregation. T h e p a s t o r a t Z i o n is Rev . 
P a u l H e s s . 
Pacif ic 
T h e y o u t h of t he Redwood Country 
congregation h a d a r e t r e a t a t F i r Po in t the 
w e e k e n d of A p r i l 14. T h e i r t h e m e was 
" W h a t ' s in I t fo r M e , " and they s tud ied 
the b o o k of D a n i e l . T h e films, " A Th ie f in 
t he N i g h t " a n d " T h e R a p t u r e " were 
shown. T h e p a s t o r s a r e Rev . S a m and 
Melv in H o l l i n g s w o r t h . 
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Births 
Beachy: G r a n t Mi t che l , bo rn M a y 13, 
to S t a n and J o y c e Beachy , Car l i s l e con-
g r e g a t i o n , P A . 
Bowser: J ess ica , bo rn J a n . 17, to J e s se 
and D e b b y Bowser , E l i zabe th town con-
g rega t ion , P a . 
Brubaker: C i n d y Diane , born M a y 15, 
to R a y and Phyll is B r u b a k e r , C e d a r G r o v e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
Burkholder: M a r k Eugene , J r . , bo rn 
Apr i l 30, to M a r k a n d C i n d y ( S t o n e ) 
B u r k h o l d e r , M o r n i n g H o u r C h a p e l con-
g rega t ion , P a . 
Frey: Lynell M a r a e , bo rn M a y 14, to 
W e s and Lena Frey , M a n o r c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
P a . 
Heisey: S t u a r t J a m e s , bo rn Feb . 23, to 
R a y a n d M i r i a m Heisey , S p r i n g L a k e 
R e t r e a t , N . Y. T h e Heiseys a r e m e m b e r s 
of the E l i z a b e t h t o w n c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
Hepner: Dan ie l H o w a r d , born M a y 11, 
to Kenne th and R a i n a H e p n e r , C e d a r 
G r o v e c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
Hogan: E d w a r d P a u l , bo rn Apr i l 20, t o 
Bill and P e n n y H o g a n , Fal ls View con-
g r e g a t i o n , O n t . 
Nafz iger: J e n n i f e r D a w n , born M a y 13, 
to Bob a n d Evelyn N a f z i g e r , M a n o r con-
g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
N i c k y : M a t t h e w Dav id , bo rn J a n . 11, 
to G l e n n and C a r o l y n (Mi l l e r ) N i c k y , 
M o r n i n g H o u r C h a p e l c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
Rotz: Fa i t h A n n e t t e , bo rn Apr i l 11, t o 
Dwigh t a n d A n n a b e t h ( F a d e n r e c h t ) R o t z , 
M o r n i n g H o u r C h a p e l c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
Smith: Be thany J u n e , bo rn J a n . 29, t o 
S t e v e a n d Phyl l is S m i t h , E l i z a b e t h t o w n 
c o n g r e g a t i o n . P a . 
Weddings 
Brubaker-Sentz: J e a n n e t t e , d a u g h t e r of 
M r . and M r s . David Sen t z , a n d G a r y 
B r u b a k e r , Apr i l 29, in t he F i r s t C h u r c h of 
t h e N a z a r e n e , Y o r k , P a . , wi th R e v . 
C h a r l e s L. L e h m a n off ic ia t ing. 
Dykes-Starr: Da r l ene , d a u g h t e r of M r . 
and M r s . R a y m o n d S t a r r , Snover , Mi . , 
and T h o m a s , son of M r . W a l l a c e Dykes , 
B r o o k h a v e n , Pa . , Apr i l 29, in the C a m p 
Hill A l l i ance C h u r c h , with the b r ide ' s 
uncle, Rev . J a y Sisco, off ic ia t ing. 
Rogers-Stoops: J o y c e M a r i e , d a u g h t e r 
of M r . a n d M r s . E d w i n L. S t o o p s , 
Z u l l i n g e r , P a . , a n d T h o m a s E d m o n d 
Roge r s , son of M r s . L iber ty B. Roge r s , 
M e r c e r s b u r g , Pa . , a n d the la te T h o m a s A . 
Roger s , Apr i l 23, in the Fa i rv iew A v e n u e 
Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h , with Rev . 
Virgil B o o k s and Rev. W a l t e r A . S t u a r t 
of f ic ia t ing. 
Obituaries 
Bitner: C h a d W i l l i a m Bitner , Car l i s l e , 
Pa . , died M a r c h 29, 1978, a t the age of 
th ree m o n t h s . H e was the son of C h a r l e s 
and M a r s h a Bi tner . T h e funera l service 
was c o n d u c t e d in the H o f f m a n F u n e r a l 
H o m e , Car l i s le , by Rev . L o m e Lich ty . 
I n t e r m e n t was in the C u m b e r l a n d Val ley 
M e m o r i a l G a r d e n s . 
Charman: Ceci l H . C h a r m a n , died 
Feb . 2, 1978, a t the age of 63. H e was 
m a r r i e d to Evelyn Ha l l w h o survives. H e is 
a l so survived by two sons: W a y n e and 
R o g e r ; his m o t h e r , M r s . D e r a C h a r m a n ; 
and a g r a n d s o n . T h e f u n e r a l service w a s 
c o n d u c t e d by Rev. A l l an He i se and Rev . 
P a u l N i g h . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t h e 
Sp r ingva l e C e m e t e r y . 
Cober: Ella C o b e r , G o r m l e y , O n t . 
bo rn M a y 10, 1898, died M a r c h 4, 1978. 
S h e was the d a u g h t e r of M r . and M r s . 
B e n j a m i n C o b e r . S h e is survived by 18 
nieces and nephews . T h r e e b r o t h e r s a n d 
th ree s is ters p receded her in d e a t h . T h e 
funera l service was conduc t ed in the He i se 
Hill Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h by Rev . 
J a m e s C o b e r . 
Fike: V inn ie Al i ce F ike , bo rn Ju ly 24, 
1892, n e a r R a m o n a , Ks . , d ied Apr i l 14, 
1978. S h e was t he d a u g h t e r of G o r d o r t a n d 
N e t t i e A p p l e g a t e . O n A p r i l 7, 1920, she 
was m a r r i e d to F loyd H . F ike , w h o 
preceded her in dea th on A p r i l 28, 1954. 
S h e is survived by a d a u g h t e r , Inez P e t e r -
son; two sons: W a r r e n and D u a n e ; ten 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 12 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a 
sister; and a cous in . S h e was a m e m b e r of 
the R o s e b a n k Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h 
whe re the fune ra l service w a s c o n d u c t e d by 
Rev. C h a r l e s N o r m a n a n d Rev . Joe l 
C a r l s o n . 
G i l m o r e : M r s . E v a G i l m o r e , 
Wain f l ee t , O n t . , bo rn M a r c h 11, 1913, 
died Apr i l 1, 1978. H e r h u s b a n d , Elgie, 
p receded her in d e a t h . S h e was a m e m b e r 
of t he W a i n f l e e t B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
C h u r c h . T h e fune ra l service w a s c o n d u c t e d 
in t h e L a m p m a n F u n e r a l C h a p e l , 
Fenwick , O n t . , by Rev . R o y J . P e t e r m a n . 
I n t e r m e n t was in the Z i o n C e m e t e r y . 
Hess : C l e t u s J . Hess , S r . , M t . Ho l ly 
Sp r ings , P a . , d ied Apr i l 30, 1978, a t t he 
age of 77. H e is survived by his wife, 
Bessie; f o u r sons: C l e t u s , J r . , Pius , G u y , 
and Pau l ; t h ree d a u g h t e r s : M r s . R i c h a r d 
W o l f e , M r s . L a n n y H e l e m s , a n d M r s . 
Leroy Long ; 19 g r a n d c h i l d r e n a n d two 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n . T h e fune ra l service 
was held in the G i b s o n F u n e r a l H o m e with 
R e v . Ernes t D o h n e r of f ic ia t ing . I n t e r m e n t 
was in t he C u m b e r l a n d Val ley M e m o r i a l 
G a r d e n s . 
Ruhl: M r s . E u d o r a M . (Tr ix ie) R u h l , 
E l i z a b e t h t o w n , Pa . , bo rn M a r c h 30, 1916 
in C o l u m b u s , G a . , d ied Apr i l 23, 1978, in 
the L a n c a s t e r G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l . S h e was 
the d a u g h t e r of C h a r l e s W . A n d M a r i e 
Higg ins M c Q u i s t o n w h o p receded her in 
d e a t h . S h e was m a r r i e d to J a c o b B. Ruh l 
w h o survives. A l s o surviving a r e a son, 
E d w a r d J . R u h l ; a n d severa l s t ep -b ro the r s 
and s tep-s is ters . T h e f u n e r a l service was 
conduc t ed in t he M t . P l e a s a n t Bre thren in 
C h r i s t C h u r c h by Rev . G e o r g e Bundy a n d 
Rev. H a r r y Ber t . I n t e r m e n t was in t he 
ad jo in ing c e m e t e r y . 
Evangelical Visitor 
Belete Schroeder Kossen Hiebert Jacobs 
"The Kingdom of God in a Changing World" 
Mennonite World Conference 
Witchita: July 25-30 
Using the five official languages of the conference, the 
more than 15,000 people expected to attend the 10th 
Mennoni te World Conference will talk and will be talked 
to about what it means for them to be citizens of the 
kingdom of God while living as members of nearly a 
hundred Mennoni te and Brethren in Christ groups on the 
world 's five continents. 
On each morning of the first four days of the Mennonite 
World Conference, which will meet in Century II, the 
convention complex in Witchi ta 's city center, the speakers 
will treat the conference theme, " T h e Kingdom of God in 
a Changing W o r l d . " In addition to these morning ad-
dresses on the conference theme, three evening messages 
will enlarge on the topic. 
David Schroeder, 54, professor of New Testament and 
philosophy at Canadian Mennoni te Bible College, Win-
nipeg, will deliver the first in the series of four messages on 
the conference theme on Wednesday morning, July 26. 
Speaking on " T h e Church Representing the Kingdom," 
Schroeder will show how the Bible portrays the church as 
an agent of change, and how the church prepares the way 
for the coming of the kingdom. 
Schroeder ' s twenty-five minute statement, as those of 
the other speakers on the three following mornings, will be 
probed by 100 study groups of about 50 persons each. All 
persons registered for the conference will be assigned at 
random to one of these groups, providing a cross-cultural 
context for learning. They will meet twice each day. 
Discussion in each of the groups will be in one of the 
conference 's official languages: Dutch, English, French, 
Ge rman , or Spanish. Japanese and Taiwanese will also be 
used. 
The second theme address will be given on Thursday 
morning, July 27, by Paul G. Hiebert, 45, professor of 
anthropology at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
Cal i fornia . He will deal with the relations of the church to 
other religions and with secularized society. In his 
message, " T h e Kingdom Reconciling Humani ty , " he will 
also touch on human rights, justice, and poverty. 
Hiebert , who was born in India of missionary parents 
and served in that country as a missionary himself, is a 
member of the Mennoni te Brethren Church. 
A European churchman will, in the Friday morning 
message, speak on " T h e Kingdom Confront ing the 
Powers ." Hank B. Kossen, 55, professor of practical 
theology at the Mennonite Seminary, Amsterdam, will 
discuss the church 's relation to the power systems of 
society. Kossen is a member of the Mennonite Church of 
the Nether lands. 
How the church copes with the world's new awareness of 
the ear th 's limited resources will be discussed on Saturday 
morning by Albert Widjaja, 38, an instructor in economics 
at the University of Indonesia in Jakar ta . Formerly 
chairman of the Muria Christian Church (Mennonite) he 
holds an earned doctorate from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley. 
Following each of the four morning presentations, three 
persons from different parts of the world will respond to 
the message, emphasizing the meaning of the theme for 
their churches and nations. 
The four theme messages will be preceded by an 
introductory address. Million Belete, 45, an Ethiopian 
living in Nairobi, Kenya, will open the assembly on 
T u e s d a y even ing , Ju ly 25, s p e a k i n g on " C h r i s t 
Establishing the Kingdom." As president of the Men-
nonite World Conference, Belete is the first person from 
outside Europe or North America to hold that office. 
Formerly general secretary of the Bible Society of 
Ethiopia, he is the Africa regional secretary of the United 
Bible Societies. 
Festo Kivengere, bishop of the Church of Uganda 
(Anglican), will address a meeting of the Mennonite 
World Conference on Saturday evening, July 29. Over 
15,000 people are expected to come to Cessna Stadium in 
Wichita to hear the man marked for execution by his 
country 's tyrant. His remarkable testimony of forgiveness 
has been given in a book published recently by Revell, I 
Love Idi Amin. 
Speaking of "The Kingdom Shaping the Future ," 
Donald R. Jacobs, 50, overseas director of the Eastern 
Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, Salunga, 
Pennsylvania, will summarize the experiences of the week 
at the assembly's closing service on Sunday evening, July 
30. The Sunday service, which will also feature the Lord 's 
Supper, is expected to at tract 12,000 people and fill all of 
the available space in Century II 's three auditoriums plus 
its Exhibition Hall. 
The Mennonite World Conference will be a many-
dimensional experience with music, d rama, worship, 
reunions, tours, art exhibits, demonstrat ions of folk art, 
and a wide variety of interest groups on all phases of 
church life. Special sessions are being planned for children 
and youth. 
The heart of the experience will not be in the speeches 
delivered from the platform, though it is hoped they will 
set the tone, but in the celebration of people being 
together—people who represent a community of 600,000 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ f rom around the world. 




• u ' i -




Carlton O. Wittlinger 
This is not a review of Quest for Piety and Obedience, I 
have been too close to the development of this book to 
serve as an objective reviewer. Rather, 1 use this oppor-
tunity to make some observations on the occasion of its 
publishing. 
Three facets of this publishing event seem to me to bring 
significance to this occasion. The timing is right; the 
authorship appropriate; and the title perceptive. 
This story of the Brethren in Christ comes at a most 
significant time in the life of the church. We are conscious 
of history as we probably have never been before. The 
200th Anniversary, by its very nature, calls us to reflect on 
our past. The availability of this history will enable us to 
reflect more accurately and perceptively on who we were 
and indeed who we are; and to evaluate the influences 
which have shaped us as a people. 
It has not only been published at a significant time but 
has been written by the appropriate person. Dr. Carlton O. 
Wittlinger is surely the person to write our history at this 
time in the life of our brotherhood. The Brethren in Christ 
church has been his life. History has been his profession. 
He is respected by both his students and his peers. He was 
nurtured in the church. He attended her college; taught in 
her schools; served her at both the congregational and 
denominational levels. For seventeen years he has served 
as Archivist for the denomination. 
As he stated in the preface Dr. Wittlinger was aware 
that his close ties to the church could be a threat to an 
historian's objectivity. But he did admit that true objectivi-
ty is really a "will-of-the-wisp" and is seldom, if ever, truly 
possible. My observation is that he took seriously the 
biblical injunction of "telling the truth in love." 
Along with the schedule of publication and the selection 
of a writer, the choice of the title "Quest for Piety and 
Obedience" was perceptive. I believe this phrase comes as 
close as any to describing the dynamics of church life for 
the Brethren in Christ. 
It was this combination—piety and obedience—that 
compelled our fathers to create their own fellowship 200 
years ago. It was these two concerns that formed their life 
during these intervening years. 
If I understand Dr. Wittlinger's thesis correctly, it is 
that the genius of the Brethren in Christ rests in keeping 
these two in balance. To lose one, or even to subordinate 
one to the other, could cause the church to lose her identity 
and her "reason to be" and to betray the heritage which 
has been entrusted to her. 
The reader will be interested—even fascinated—as Dr. 
Wittlinger serves as guide on this historical journey—from 
the initial gathering of the "Brethren by the river" to the 
most recent decisions of the General Conference. 
One of the values of this book—perhaps its most 
important one—will be to encourage us to ask a simple but 
very important question: 
Are we as Brethren in Christ prepared to consciously 
keep in balance these two elements of our faith? Or will we 
grow weary of living with the creative tension which these 
two elements produce and abandon the quest, settling for 
less demanding and less biblical alternatives? 
—John E. Zercher 
